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https://ewda.org/ewda-network/

EWDA Network (for Wildlife Health Surveillance in Europe)

Goals
1. Improve exchange of information among Wildlife Health Surveillance programs in Europe
2. Share specialist expertise
3. Develop standard operating procedures for diagnostic investigation
4. Develop common criteria for diagnosis of wildlife disease
5. Provide training opportunities for wildlife health surveillance

Committee members
• Thijs Kuiken (Netherlands) Chair
•Antonio Lavazza (Italy) Diagnosis Cards
• Becki Lawson (UK) Secretary
•Aleksija Neimanis (Sweden) Google Group
• Jorge Ramon Lopez Olvera (Spain) Species Cards
• Paul Tavernier (Belgium) WildList

https://ewda.org/ewda


https://ewda.org/diagnosis-cards/

EWDA Network – Diagnosis Cards

Purpose
• To share knowledge on appropriate diagnostic 
methods for diseases or disease agents and to 
promote methodological harmonization 
throughout Europe

•Original produced by EMIDA-ERANet APHAEA 
project, now maintained by EWDA Network

• >20 available

https://ewda.org/ewda


https://ewda.org/ewda-network/

EWDA WildList & Google group

Purpose - WildList
• To connect scientists interested in wildlife health
• Regular messages on wildlife health topics 
•Anybody with a particular expertise in wildlife and interested in wildlife health can join
• ~300 members from ~47 countries

https://ewda.org/


https://ewda.org/ewda-network/

EWDA WildList & Google group

Purpose - WildList
• To connect scientists interested in wildlife health
• Regular messages on wildlife health topics 
•Anybody with a particular expertise in wildlife and interested in wildlife health can join
• ~300 members from ~47 countries

Purpose – Google Group
• To enable rapid communication of recent findings amongst community directly involved in WHS
•Application process to join for those active in the field
• ~240 members from ~33 countries

https://ewda.org/


https://ewda.org/ewda-network- reports/

EWDA Network meeting – Larissa, Greece 2018

How to start up a national wildlife health surveillance programme

Background
• Existing national schemes for WHS vary in scope and scale

Meeting Aim
•Understand events that led to programme start-up and expansion
• Identify practical recommendations to help overcome key challenges
• Create a tool to help support the creation and expansion of WHS programmes

https://ewda.org/ewda-network-
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Reasons for Start up and Growth Spurts
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Challenge 1: Understanding & Awareness

The general public and stakeholders often have limited understanding of the importance of wildlife 
diseases

Recommendations
• Communicate significance of wildlife disease and value of WHS, to benefit:

• public and domestic animal health

•wildlife health, conservation and welfare
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Challenge 2: Cross-Sectoral Scope

Activities are typically focused on public and/or domestic animal health whilst wildlife health and 
conservation are neglected

Recommendations
• Promote the One Health approach 

• Support multidisciplinary initiatives

• Identify common interests and benefits of collaborative working for each sector
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Challenge 3: National-Scale Collaboration

Early stage WHS programmes often operate in isolation 

Recommendations
• Start with an audit of WHS activities - regional, taxa or threat specific initiatives

• Identify stakeholder community and review goals and values

•Develop collaborative WHS strategy with clearly outlined aims, terms of reference and responsibilities
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Challenge 4: Harmonisation of Methods

It is not possible to compare data across existing schemes that employ different methods

Recommendations
• Promote harmonization of methods to enable data sharing

•Develop set case and incident definitions and SOPs

• Build centralized databases and reporting networks using online or mobile-based technology
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Challenge 5: Government Support

Government funding is often insufficient, short-term and comes from one department 
(e.g., Agriculture or Public Health)

Recommendations
• Encourage governmental co-funding of WHS across departments for environment, agriculture and 
public health – synergy, cost-efficiency and avoids duplication of effort

• Identify governmental obligations under international legislation where WHS can provide data
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Challenge 6: Academic Support

Academic recognition of the value of WHS is often lacking

Recommendations
•Growing undergraduate and postgraduate student interest in wildlife health training opportunities

•WHS can generate science outputs with impact for conservation, public and domestic animal health 
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Challenge 7: Other Funding Support

It is challenging to secure funding

Recommendations
•Develop integrated WHS and research programme – coordinated and cost-effective approach

• Sample archive can support retrospective targeted investigations at low cost

• Consider funding sources with specific interests e.g. taxa, threat
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Challenge 8: Staff Expertise & Capacity

It is difficult to recruit, train and maintain expertise in staff

Recommendations
• Explain long-term secure funding is essential to train experts and maintain capacity

• Promote information sharing through national and international exchange networks

• Encourage staff participation in undergraduate and postgraduate training
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Challenge 9: Leadership, Feedback & Engagement

Problems often arise with maintaining momentum and keeping stakeholders engaged in the 
long term

Recommendations
• Importance of small leadership team to act as contact point and build network

•Develop a communication strategy to raise awareness and maintain engagement

• Consider interests across stakeholder community and tailor information dissemination accordingly
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Challenge 10: Threat Mitigation & Wildlife Disease Management

There is a poor translation of WHS findings into practical action or intervention

Recommendations
• Integrate WHS and population monitoring to appraise population impact
• Establish links with government and NGOs to optimize knowledge transfer from WHS to policy

•Use WHS data to inform development of 
• disease response plans 
• disease risk analyses for conservation interventions



https://ewda.org/ewda-network/

Any Questions?


