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WP 1 Reviews: Species cards (abundance estimation) 

WP 2 Reviews: Diagnosis cards 

Proposal of harmonized methods 

 

WP 3 Evaluation: Field studies 

 

WP 4 Network development 

Project overview 



To develop a European network for wildlife health surveillance 
in which harmonized methods are adopted for: 
  - estimating abundance of key hosts 
  - diagnosing key pathogens in key hosts 
 
 
Subobjectives: 

To involve  European countries/networks/partners beyond Aphaea 
- in the network 
- in the development of harmonized methods 

WP4 – project aim 



Long-term goal 

Self-sustaining network of specialists 
for wildlife health surveillance in Europe 

 
Exchange of information 

o Early warning 
o Expertise in lab diagnostics & others 

 Collaboration 
o Working together, exchanging data or samples 

Harmonization 
o Delivering data in such a form, that comparison with 

other studies (past or future) will be possible 
 



« Creating a group of acquaintances and 
associates and keeping it active through 
regular communication for mutual benefit. 
Networking is based on the question "How can I 
help?" and not with "What can I get?" » 

Definition: Networking 

http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/networking.html 

http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/networking.html


«Professional friendship» 

- Desire to share (= take & give) 

- Mutual trust, respect and comprehension 
 Fairness («treat others the way you 
want to be treated») 

- Priorization of reading & distributing 
relevant information, and answering 
requests 

- Having fun meeting and exchanging 
information and sharing data 

- Readiness to harmonize methods 

Requirements 



 Global evaluation of disease status and associated risk 
factors 

 Comparisons between historic and current data 
 
• Definitions (e.g. lesion, age class) 
• Methods (e.g. diagnostic test, population estimates) 
 
Recent initiatives: 
• OIE Training Manual on Wildlife Diseases and Surveillance 2010 
• Project WildTech www.wildtechproject.com 
• Project APHAEA www.aphaea.eu  
 

Harmonization 

http://www.wildtechproject.com/
http://www.aphaea.eu/


Schöning et al. 2013 PLoS ONE 8(1) e54253 



• EWDA members, WildList 
 

• EWDA wildlife health surveillance network 
– Founding meeting in Brussels, October 2009 

– Committee: T. Kuiken (The Netherlands, chair), Ch. 
Gortázar (Spain), D. Gavier-Widén, P. Tavernier 
(Belgium), M.-P. Ryser-Degiorgis (Switzerland) 

– GoogleGroup (currently > 100 people) 
 

WP4 - Methods 



2009: Questionnaire about wildlife health surveillance in Europe 
Country representatives of 25/49 European countries 

EWDA whs network 

No answer 

“Comprehensive general 
wildlife health surveillance” 
=whole country, all species and 
pathogens 

“Partial general 
wildlife health surveillance” 
=number of programmes but 
various restrictions 

“No general wildlife health surveillance”, 
But certain level of surveilance for selected pathogens 

Kuiken et al. 2011. Rev. Sci. Tech. OIE 30: 653-659 



• EWDA members, WildList 
 

• EWDA wildlife health surveillance network 
 

 APHAEA «external partners» 
– Informal meeting at EWDA conference,  Lyon, July 2012 

– Information email on GoogleGroup, Fall 2012  

– EWDA Bulletin, Christmas 2012 

– Information email on GoogleGroup, Spring 2013 

– «Chasing people» 

– 1st APHAEA Consultation Workshop, June 2013 (> 50 part.) 

Methods 



> 60 people in at least 16 European countries 

+ additional external partners, authors and reviewers of 
APHAEA cards in Europe, North America and Africa 

 

APHAEA external partners 



Nr Species Card 
1 Red fox 
2 Wild boar 
3 Racoon dog 
4 Lagomorphs 
5 Red deer 
6 Roe Deer 
7 White-tailed Deer 
8 Badger 
9 Ibex 
10 Chamois 
11 Mouflon/Barbary sheep 
12 Bison 
13 Muskoxen 
14 Rodents 
15 Game birds 
16 Waterfowl 
17 Dabbling ducks 

WP1 - Species cards 



WP2 - Diagnosis cards 
Nr Pathogen EWDA APHAEA 
1 Anaplasmosis   x 
2 Anthrax   x 
3 Aujeszky Disease Virus   x 
4 African Swine Fever x   
5 Bluetongue x   
6 Brucellosis    x 
7 Campylobacter   x 
8 Classical Swine Fever x   
9 Coxiellosis   x 
10 Echinococcus multilocularis   x 
11 Encephalom.   x 
12 European Brown Hare Syndrom   x 
13 Tularemia   x 
14 Hantavirus   x 
15 Hepatitis E Virus   x 
16 Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Virus x   
17 Leptospirosis   x 
18 Listeria monocytogenes   x 
19 LCV   x 
20 MAP   x 
21 Bovine tuberculosis x   
22 Neosporosis   x 
23 Pasteurella multocida   x 
24 Pathogenic E. coli   x 
25 Rabies x   
26 Salmonellosis   x 
27 Tick borne EV   x 
28 Toxoplasmosis   x 
29 Trichinellosis x   
30 West Nile Virus   x 



• Are kept updated about project progresses 

• Can contribute to the species cards & diagnosis cards (WP1+2) 
– as author/reviewer 
– give opinion on documents available on APHAEA website 
– ask competent colleagues to give their opinion 

• Can contribute to the development of harmonized protocols 
– participate to project workshops 
– give opinion on documents available on website 
– ask competent colleagues to give their opinion 

• Can contribute to the evaluation of harmonized methods (WP3) 
– gather population and/or disease data in your country according to 

harmonized protocols) 

• Can contribute to the wildlife health surveillance network on 
the long term, including the application of harmonized methods 
in future studies 

External partners 



WP4 – milestones & deliverables 



How to contribute, now and in the future: 
 

• Visit the project website: www.aphaea.eu  

• Participate to APHAEA: 
1. Register as external partner 

2. LogIn and give your opinion on available documents (both positive and 
negative) 

• Participate to the Googlegroup 
– for registration, see www.ewda.org 

• Share you knowledge, propose/apply harmonized methods  

    …. and have fun !   

Network development 

http://www.aphaea.eu/
http://www.ewda.org/


Core partners 

External partners 

Funding organizations 

Thank you ! 

marie-pierre.ryser[]vetsuisse.unibe.ch 
(please indicate «APHAEA» as email topic) 

mailto:marie-pierre.ryser@vetsuisse.unibe.ch
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